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The State conferences are done and dusted for 2019.
Congratulations to all State Associations!

AHBIC Resource Access Workshop, funded by Agrifutures, was held at the Hotel Grand Chancellor, Launceston,
Tasmania on Sunday 30th June and Monday 1st July 2019.
Back row, left to right: Stephen Fewster (WA), Ian Cane (Vic), Neil Bingley (NSW), Danny Le Feuvre (SA), Steve Cunial
(NSW), Lindsay Bourke (Tas), Leilani Leyland (WA), Doug Somerville (NSW, Chair Agrifutures Honey Bee and Pollination
Advisory Panel), Peter Barnes (Qld), Clinton Ruge (Qld), Rod Pavey (WA), Rob McDonald (Vic), Tim Burfitt (facilitator),
Michael Clarke (report writer)
Front row, left to right: Peter McDonald (Vic, AHBIC Chair), Sarah Paradice (AHBIC CEO), Ben Hooper (SA), David
Leyland (WA)
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2020 AGM DATES
New South Wales Apiarists Association
Bee Industry Council of WA
South Australian Apiarists Association
Queensland Beekeepers Association

21-22 May 2020 , Tamworth
15 May
11-12 June
18-20 June, Warwick

Tasmanian Beekeepers Association
Victorian Apiarists Association
Australian Queen Bee Breeders Association
Honey Packers and Marketers Association
National Council of Crop Pollination Associations
Australian Honey Bee Industry Council

Victoria

All rights reserved. This publication is copyright and may not be resold or reproduced in any manner (except excerpts for bona fide study purpose in
accordance with the Copyright Act) without the prior consent of the Publisher. Every effort has been made to ensure that this newsletter is free from error
or omissions. However, the Publisher, or its respective employees or agents, shall not accept responsibility for injuries, loss or damage occasioned to any
person acting or referring from action as a result of the material in this newsletter whether or not such injury, loss or damage is in any way due to any
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AUSTRALIAN HONEYBEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC
ABN 63 939 614 424

The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC)
is the Peak Industry Body for the Australian Beekeeping Industry
working for all within our industry including
honey producers, honey packers, pollinators, queen bee breeders, equipment manufacturers/suppliers.
We urge beekeepers to support those
Packers, Queen Bee Breeders, Equipment Manufacturers/Suppliers who contribute to AHBIC.
The following list recognises contributions received. A number of generous Contributors wish to remain anonymous.

Thank you to all our contributors & supporters. AHBIC appreciates your generous & ongoing support.

PLATINUM PLUS

PLATINUM
Hive & Wellness Australia Pty Ltd
Beechworth Honey Enterprises P/L
Wheen Bee Foundation
GOLD PLUS
Baker Beekeeping Pty Ltd
Australian Honey Products P/L
Sterling Kershaw & Co
GOLD
Amateur Beekeepers Assoc. NSW
Aust Manuka Honey Assoc Ltd
Clarke, RK & AM
Cotton, Allan & Michelle
Hampel, SJ & SM
NSW Apiarist Association
Weerona Apiaries
Woolfe, BD & CA
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SILVER
Arnts, Rob & Steff
Australian Quality Honey P/L (Blue
Hills Honey)

Bee Services
Bees Neez Apiaries
BeeWise
Bowman, Phillip & Theresa
Boyd Apiaries Pty Ltd
Brenton, Daryl
Bush Honey (J & J Midgley)
Cairns District Beekeeping Assoc
Casey, Cooper
Davies Apiaries
Eastburn, Murray & Sandy
Gells’ Honey Maryborough
Hampson, Terry (Daybreak Apiaries)
Honey Producers of Australia P/L
Hooper Honey (Ben Hooper)
Jensen, Rick
Kuyan Apiaries
Le Feuvre, Danny
Linklater-Steele, James
Manuka Life Pty Ltd
McDonald, Bob & Eileen
McDonald, Peter & Michelle
Mitchie, Robert & Raelene
R. Stephens Apiaries
Saxonbee Enterprises
Southern (Tas) Beekeepers Assoc
Zadow-IM & MJ Zadow Trust

BRONZE
Ballarat Regional Beekeepers
Cunial Beekeeping Pty Ltd
Desert Breeze Honey
Dewar, RJ & MJ
Kennett Apiaries (SA) Pty Ltd
Lutze, Brett & Lynda
Masters, Neil
Pure Peninsula Honey
Targett, Stephen
Walkabout Apiaries
COPPER
AB’s Honey
Ascot Veterinary Group
Barnes Apiaries Pty Ltd
Bayside Beekeepers Assoc Inc
Bee Scientifics (Jody Gerdts)
Bec’s BeeHive Beekeeping
Supplies
Bricknell, Jack
Briggs, David
Clifford, David
Cooper, Barry
Curless, David
Dewar, Paula
Frost, Liz
Gold Coast Amateur Beekeepers
Society
Gustare Honey Australia
Hum Honey (Leisa Sams)
Ipswich & West Moreton
Beekeepers Assoc Inc
Jordan, Corinne
McDonald, Robert
MacGibbon, Kevin

Northside Beekeepers Assoc.
NT Bees (Aust) Pty Ltd
Oldroyd, Ben & Madeleine
Beekman
Porter, ML & DJ Quality
Beekeeping Supplies
Redpath’s Beekeeping Supplies
Ridley Bee Products
Rudder, Janine (JBR Bees)
Ruge, Clinton
Sedgwick, Peter (Honeyworks P/L)
Stokes, Peter
Trigg, Margaret
Watson, James
Weatherhead, Trevor & Marion
Westlands Honey Beverley WA
OTHER
Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd
(on behalf of some producer-suppliers)

Davey, Robin
Godman, Phil
Honeylife Australia
Knox, Kathy
Verrenkamp, Leonard
West-Bee Honey

NON-PUBLISHED Value
BeeInventive (Flow)
Faithful, Mark
Geelong Beekeepers Club
Hibberd, GL & HK, HSH Apiary
Leemon, Diana
Moggill Honey
Warral Apiaries P/L
WA Pure Honey
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NOTE FROM CHAIR, PETER McDONALD
The past few months for myself and our CEO, Sarah, have largely been
consumed with attending AHBIC member conferences and reporting
on AHBIC activities throughout the year, culminating with the
Tasmanian conference followed by the AHBIC AGM. It was a great
opportunity for AHBIC to inform as many people as possible of the
volume of work AHBIC has been undertaking and plans for future
work. It was also a great opportunity for as many people as possible
to meet Sarah and I hope this makes many of you realise what a great
asset she will be for our Honey Bee community.
AHBIC Chair Peter McDonald presenting the
AHBIC Report at Queensland Beekeepers
Association conference, Bribie Island

AHBIC has received some more direction through the process as motions through our democratic
organisational structure have flowed through. We will be examining these in more detail in the coming weeks
and prioritising them in line with our Strategic Plan and available resources to accomplish them.
Every conference was well attended and organised, with some differences. On behalf of the whole Honey Bee
community I would like to thank all the volunteers who do this each and every year, you provide a great
service to everyone in holding these events. It provides great opportunities to communicate, which is vitally
important as our industry develops further. I would encourage all participants of our Honey Bee community to
get along to these events, they are a great resource and a necessary tool to help as our Honey Bee community
grows.
Recently a beekeeper who is winding down his commercial involvement in the industry related a story to me
that his grandfather had told him. He said, “If you want to be a successful beekeeper you NEED to mix with
other beekeepers.” This is as true now as it was 100 years ago, and these conferences provide that forum.
There you can build friendships, find business opportunities and ideas for better beekeeping from many
people, not just beekeepers but from all sectors of our Honey Bee community.
Lastly, some words of thanks.
Firstly, to Craig Klinger and Ian Zadow. AHBIC has recognised their outstanding contributions to our industry
over several years by jointly awarding them the AHBIC Award of Excellence. Their magnificent efforts in
developing and driving through the implementation of the National Bee Biosecurity Plan (NBBP) was a major
component in their receiving the award for 2019.
To Jodie Goldsworthy for her contributions as an executive member of AHBIC over the past 2 years. She has
provided guidance and contributed greatly to the improvement of AHBIC in that time. I also welcome Therese
Kershaw as her replacement who I know will help us work through the next stages of improvement.
To the whole Tasmanian Beekeeper Association (TBA), well led by Lindsay Bourke and organised by Maxine,
for hosting the AHBIC AGM this year and providing fantastic facilities and hospitality.
Also, to the NSW Apiarists Association (NSWAA). They are a member of AHBIC and a long-term part of the
Honey Bee community but have also decided to contribute in their own right as a Friend of AHBIC, in addition
to their membership fees. Thank you.
I would like to encourage all Honey Bee individuals and community groups to consider similar support through
our Friends of AHBIC program to allow us to continue the work we do on behalf of the whole Honey Bee sector
of our Australian society.
June-July 2019
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NOTE FROM CEO, SARAH PARADICE
Three opportunities in three weeks to meet our new Minister for Agriculture, Senator the Hon Bridget
McKenzie, to give her insights into our industry and advocate for our industry! I first
met the Minister while attending an AFPA dinner on 19th June, where I also sat next
to the Assistant Secretary – Forestry, Department of Agriculture. The Minister spoke
about her long family history with forestry; her father was a harvester in Victoria. The
Assistant Secretary and I spoke about regional forestry agreements and the need for
beekeepers to be considered in the consultation process. I have since met with the
Assistant Secretary to follow up on how we can better engage in this process; she was
very interested to learn more about us and why resource access for beekeepers is so
critical. She encouraged us all to be very proactive in engaging with Governments
when RFA community consultation workshops are being conducted and submissions
are being called to increase our effectiveness and ensure our voice is heard.
I also had the opportunity to meet with Minister McKenzie at the National Rural Press
Club – Welcome to the 46th Parliament Event at Parliament House on 3rd July where a
panel discussion was hosted including National Farmers Federation President Fiona
Simpson, Senator the Hon Bridget McKenzie and Shadow Minister for Agriculture and Resources Hon Joel
Fitzgibbon MP. Minister McKenzie highlighted areas which she is passionate about including biosecurity, R&D,
addressing skilled labour shortage, and building stronger rural and regional communities by relocating some
Government functions from cities.
I then met with Minister McKenzie and two of her advisors at Parliament
House on 9th July and briefed her on our industry and the issues we face
such as resource security, Agrifutures and research and development,
biosecurity and market access to countries such as Vietnam, China and NZ,
including the Manuka honey issue. Feedback was that the Minister was
happy with the meeting; the Minister is a supporter of the forestry
industry, so she encourages us to work collaboratively with forestry on
forest management practices for the benefit of both beekeepers and
forestry.
Are you on Twitter? Find us, we’ve just joined! Facebook to come…
Twitter: Aust. Honey Bee Industry Council, @AustBee

Very big congratulations to all states for their
successful conferences. Peter and I enjoyed travelling
to attend them all, present the AHBIC report and meet
as many of you as we could. We understand the work
that goes into delivering successful conferences so
well done to all and thank you on an amazing effort
for the industry. At the close of the Tasmanian
Beekeepers Association conference in Launceston,
AHBIC hosted an Information Forum on Saturday 29th
July to update members and other interested parties
June-July 2019

Peter McDonald presenting at AHBIC Information Forum, Launceston
2019

Page 5 of 20

on industry issues such as the 2019 Asian Honey Bee detection, Varroa jacobsoni and the emergency response;
readiness plans and our response to media events; national statutory levies; honey markets and congress. This
was then followed by the AHBIC AGM. Thanks to funding from Agrifutures, AHBIC then hosted a resource
workshop for two days where key participants from each state came together to discuss resource access and
resource security issues, the similarities and differences between states, what does best practice look like and
how we can achieve best practice for all states. Many thanks to Tim Burfitt who did a great job facilitating and
to Michael Clarke, a wonderfully organised workshop report writer. Thank you to all participants for their
commitment both in the lead up in terms of preparation and active participation over the two-day workshop.
A few photos from the workshop which includes each State rep presenting their state issues…

Meeting of the monkey’s?

June-July 2019
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And the last few photos from the Resource Workshop….
Where’s the pulpit? Dr Doug S – Day 1. Report Writer Michael Clarke
recording the sermon as facilitator Tim Burfitt contemplates how
to wrap it up…

Where’s the pulpit? Dr Doug S more animated – Day 2

A draft of the final Resource Workshop report has been submitted to Agrifutures and once finalised will be made
available on the Agrifutures website.
Finally, a mention of some recenlty released AgriFutures™ Reports. Your levies are working hard for you so
please head over to the Agrifutures website to access these important resources:
•

Review of chemistry associated with honey - a literature review which identifies and reviews current
and new analytical techniques for honey analysis, and the limitations of these techniques. This includes
the determination of limitations of different analytical techniques, given the particular floral
characteristics of Australian derived honey, as well as the effect of supplementary feeding on analytical
results. A review of national and international regulatory policies and guidelines on honey testing and
the determination of honey chemistry was also completed.

•

Review of the Honey Bee Industry Levies and Fees - this project reviewed the current honey bee
industry levies, fees and charges to make a recommendation on an appropriate levy structure to serve
the industry in the future. Viable options for honey bee industry levy reform are described in the
document and include increases in the R&D and biosecurity levies, introduction of a marketing levy,
investigation of a 2% ad valorem levy and introduction of a pollination levy. It is now up to us to review
this analysis and select levy reform options that meet its needs for both the short and long term.

•

Australian propolis market and production potential - New Zealand has developed a propolis industry
that provides opportunities for profitable participation by beekeepers. This study investigated whether
there were similar opportunities in propolis harvest for Australian beekeepers. The study has shown
that the absence of consistent buyers and local processors has held back the development of an
Australian propolis industry. However, this situation is starting to change. There is now a single
commercial propolis processor supplying a consumer product manufacturer and other parties are
considering commercial investment in propolis processing. Niche processors, who are also beekeepers,
produce simple propolis tinctures. Participation in these emerging value chains will provide modestly
profitable opportunities for Australian beekeepers, especially those operating at a smaller-scale.

June-July 2019

Page 7 of 20

Recent meetings attended by AHBIC Executive and/or CEO – June/July
• 4th June – Plant Health Australia Harmonisation Teleconference, 10am – 1pm
• 6th June – CCEPP teleconference
• 4th – 6th June – Victorian Apiarist Association conference, Mildura
• 5th June – meeting with Ross Skinner, Almond Board of Australia, Rob Wheatley Austin Group, Ian Cane
• 9th June – PHA fortnightly teleconference meeting
• 10th & 11th June - SAAA conference, Adelaide
• 11th June – teleconference re AHB detection, DAF Queensland
• 13th June – Agrifutures meeting, Honey Bee Genetic Improvement Program, Melbourne
• 14th June – PHA meeting, Industry Funding Weights for Varroa jacobsoni
• 18th June – PHA meeting, regular fortnightly meeting
• 19th June - Australian Forest Products Association Industry dinner
• 20th June - teleconference re AHB detection, DAF Queensland
• 28th June – Tasmanian Beekeepers Association conference, Launceston
• 29th June – AHBIC AGM, Executive meeting, Launceston
• 30th June & 1st July – AHBIC Resource Workshop, Launceston
• 9th July – meeting with Minister McKenzie, Minister for Agriculture, Australian Parliament House
• 15th July – meeting with NZ Tourism re conference workshop in conjunction with NZ
• 17th July – meeting with AFPA CEO
• 18th July – meeting with Wheen Bee Ambassador Krista Morgensen
• 19th July – teleconference with AHMA re Manuka Honey
• 22nd July – meeting with Assistant Secretary, Forestry, Department of Agriculture re RFA’s
• 25th July – teleconference meeting with NMR re 2019 Varroa jacobsoni detection
Upcoming meetings for AHBIC Executive and/or CEO
• 2nd Aug – Teleconference Qld Biosecurity 9am
• 2nd Aug - AHBIC Executive meeting, 10am – 12noon
• 2nd Aug - National Measurement Institute meeting re Global Table, 2-3pm
• 6th Aug – PHA fortnightly teleconference meeting
• 20th Aug - PHA fortnightly teleconference meeting
• Date TBC – Meeting with CEO, Forestry Stewardship Council (FSC) Australia & NZ
SUSPECTED VARROA MITE ON ASIAN HONEY BEE, TOWNSVILLE PORT - update
There has been a new detection of Asian Honey Bee’s at the Townville Port which is unrelated to the 2016
detection; the 2016 detection is close to proof of freedom phase. Since the 2019 detection, industry has been
working closely with authorities to manage the response. Since reporting about this detection in the May
AHBIC newsletter, heightened surveillance continues and will continue; there is no new information to report
at this time. A reminder about biosecurity and reporting….
Biosecurity and reporting
• Asian honey bees have established in areas of Far North Queensland, but it is
important that people look for pests and animals that are unusual.
• If you find something unusual, phone the See. Secure. Report hotline on 1800 798
636. This will connect you with the Australian Government Department of
Agriculture which is responsible for biosecurity at our international border.
Image Source: BeeAware
• The general public can report Asian honey bee detections to the national Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on
1800 084 881.
June-July 2019
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•

•

All bee keepers in Australia should inspect their hives regularly for signs of varroa mite and other exotic
pests. If you suspect your bees may have been affected, phone the Exotic Plant Pest Hotline on
1800 084 881. This will put you in touch with your state or territory’s biosecurity agency.
Information about bee biosecurity, hive care, and photos that will help you identify varroa mite, are
available on the Bee Aware website.

Further information:
• Australian Department of Agriculture and Water Resources
• Overview of varroa mites
• Overview of the Asian honey bee
• Identifying the Asian honey bee

PROTECTED CROPPPING CONFERENCE REPORT
Protected Cropping Australia 2019 Conference held 7-10 July 2019, report by Janine Rudder
Wayne and Steve Fuller and Janine Rudder were invited to speak at this conference as part of the pollination
session. Other speakers included Romina Rader, Lisa Evans, Jeremy Jones, Bruce White, Tim Heard, Katja
Hogendoorn and Amy Lucas. The pollination presentations focused on research and pollination practices. We
focused on informing growers about beekeeping, expectations about pollination services and importance of
contracts.
With over 550 delegates (and an impressive trade show) came the chance to discuss
various issues with growers over the 2 days. It is very evident lack of communication
and information between growers and beekeepers is a major issue resulting in
unresolved problems and frustration on both sides. Conversations included topics such
as the importance of quality assurance and biosecurity which is an issue for both
beekeepers and farmers, an example being the potential for bees spreading the mosaic
virus in a cucumber crop. There was also a lot of discussion in regard to bumble bees
and we spent a lot of time explaining the risks due to competition with native bees,
native birds and commercial honey bees and the increase of spread of weeds. In fact,
Dr Hogendoorn has done some fabulous research into using blue banded or carpenter bees in greenhouses for
tomatoes but unfortunately there was no further funding to continue.
It was also interesting to note the different types of netting available and most suppliers and growers were
unaware how bees were affected by the size, type and shape of nets.
Thank you to Dr Romina Rader from University of New England for her effort in organising this and giving us
the chance to both learn and share knowledge.
MOVEMENT OF BEEHIVES INFECTED/SUSPECTED OF BEING INFECTED WITH AFB – NSW
Beehives can only be moved into NSW without certification provided that they are not infected with or
suspected of being infected with American Foulbrood. Because of this rule, if you have travelled somewhere
outside of NSW and found that you now have American Foulbrood, you cannot bring these hives into or
through NSW. This applies both if you are a NSW based beekeeper or an interstate beekeeper.
To get around this, whilst still managing the risk to NSW, NSW DPI has issued two group permits.
June-July 2019
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"Group Permit AFB Hives into NSW 2019" (see link below) allows NSW registered beekeepers to bring
infected hives back into NSW for treatment or destruction provided that prior to movement into NSW the
hives have been killed and made bee proof, and the beekeeper has notified NSW DPI of the impending
movement. Upon arriving in NSW, the hives must remain bee proof until treated.
"Group Permit AFB Hives through NSW 2019" (see link below) recognises that all beekeepers may wish to
transport infected hives through NSW to another state from time to time for a number of reasons including
irradiation treatment. In these cases, there is no need to notify NSW DPI of the movement as the hives will not
be offloaded in NSW. However, the hives must remain bee proof whilst in transit within NSW and must exit
NSW by the most direct route and in the shortest time possible.
Example 1. A NSW beekeeper goes to QLD for a honey flow and discovers AFB. The NSW beekeeper must
comply with "Group Permit AFB Hives into NSW 2019" to bring those hives back into NSW. This requires the
beekeeper to notify NSW DPI.
Example 2. A QLD beekeeper goes to almond pollination in Victoria and finds that they have AFB. The QLD
beekeeper must comply with "Group Permit AFB Hives through NSW 2019" in order to transport those hives
back to QLD for irradiation. Whilst this does not require the beekeeper to notify NSW DPI, the hives must be
moved by the most direct route and in the shortest time possible.
Example 3. A Victorian beekeeper wishes to transport AFB infected hives through NSW to QLD for irradiation in
Brisbane. The Victorian beekeeper must comply with "Group Permit AFB Hives through NSW 2019".
Both permits will be available on the NSW Biosecurity Act webpage under Group Permits at
https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/about-us/legislation/list/biosecurity-act-2015
For further clarification please feel free to contact:
Chris Anderson | Manager Plant Biosecurity Prevention and Preparedness
Plant Biosecurity and Product Integrity
NSW Department of Primary Industries | Biosecurity and Food Safety
161 Kite Street | Orange | NSW 2800
T: +61 2 6391 3559 | M: 0429 201 388 | E: chris.anderson@dpi.nsw.gov.au

Example Page 1 of Group Permit AFB Hives through NSW

June-July 2019
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GENERAL NEWS AND LINKS – AUSTRALIA
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Keeping Australia's bees free from broken wing disorders, Good Fruit & Vegetables, 11 July. Researcher
Dr Laura Brettell from Western Sydney University's Hawkesbury Institute for the Environment, along with
Prof Stephen Martin from the University of Salford, reviewed the current knowledge about Deformed
Wing Virus (DWV) and its interactions with bees and the Varroa mite. Australia is currently one of the
last remaining countries in the world still free of Varroa, which is why it is so important to manage
biosecurity properly for the health of our bees. See full study: Deformed Wing Virus in Honeybees and
Other Insects
There's been a breakthrough for those who are allergic to bee stings, with South Australian researchers
developing a world-first vaccine designed to eliminate the risk of severe reactions. A human trial has
been successfully completed, and researchers hope it will replace the current vaccine. Read more: Bee
sting allergy breakthrough researched in South Australia, 9News by Olivia Grace Curran, 16 July
Some beekeepers in New South Wales have resorted to hand-feeding their hives as the drought cripples
the bees' ability to make honey and survive winter. Deb McLaughlin's operation at Bowral in the Southern
Highlands is no longer focused on producing commercial amounts of honey, but simply keeping its bees
alive. Honey producers hand-feed bees during drought to save hives, with sting likely for consumers. ABC
News by Justin Huntsdale, 16 July
Implications for the honey bee pollination industry? Key crops to receive a pollination boost - the
Government promises to invest almost $5 million into developing mechanical pollination in a bid to
secure Australia's food supply into the future. Key crops will receive a pollination boost under a new
research project that investigates novel technology and practices for optimising pollination in protected
cropping environments. Katherine Times by Roxanne Fitzgerald, 11 July
extensionAUS™ is a new platform developed to meet the needs of rural and regional Australia by bringing
together scientists, academics and practitioners to collaborate, share information, knowledge and
research, create ideas and provide solutions. Based on the concept ‘together we can achieve more’, the
platform is connecting agricultural professionals with Australian rural communities, to help enable
practice change on-farm. It is led by three partner organisations; AgriFutures Australia, NSW Department
of Primary Industries (NSW DPI) and Agriculture Victoria. There is some great information for
professional beekeepers so please utilise this wonderful new resource for our industry by clicking here.
For example: Almond pollination: hive management Check out AHBIC Chair Peter McDonald giving some
insights into AHBIC as well – click link!
As we so well know, pollination is critical in producing yield and quality in fruit crops yet deficiencies
occur frequently in difficult to pollinate crops such as apples, pears, stonefruit and cherries. Bee-Scent is
a pheromone-based enhancement product that aids in attracting bees to the target crop and away from
other flowering species. Read more about enhanced foraging behaviour: Bee-Scent for pollination,
Australian Tree Crop, 13 July
Great effort by Australian Biosecurity – ‘You know what’s sweet as honey? Declarant passengers! A
passenger from Somalia arrived at Brisbane Airport recently with a sticky item declared for inspection.
The passenger pulled a large bottle out of their bag labelled herbal honey. Officers discovered a whole
bee in the honey’ Read more from the Australian Biosecurity Facebook page here, 7 July.
Probiotics study shows promise in detecting and treating disease in honeybees. Preliminary trials have
shown there to be a direct correlation between gut bacterial numbers in honeybees and the overall
health of hives. High levels of gut bacteria in honeybees could mean healthier and more productive hives,
according to the latest research from the University of Canberra funded by AgriFutures Australia. Read
more. While further testing needs to be carried out, the new methodology shows promise in preventing
and minimising the impact of chalkbrood, a fungal disease that affects hive health and honey yields

June-July 2019
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•
•

•

•

•

•

•

Native bee honey set to be officially recognised under food standard laws, ABC News Mid North Coast
by Kerrin Thomas, 5 July
A Queensland native beekeeper noticed an "unusual" black swarm of bees in his backyard which, at first
sight, he thought was a mating swarm. A closer look revealed hundreds of dead bees, indicating that they
were in fact fighting for dominance over the hive. Beekeeper left to count the carnage as native bees go
to war with fighting swarms, ABC News Rural by Kallee Buchanan, 4 July
The number of beekeepers and hives in Australia is growing, despite a horror year for honey production
due to bushfires and drought around the country. The AHBIC says honey sales were also dampened by
revelations that some honey on supermarket shelves had been adulterated. The Council's Chairman,
Peter McDonald told Hugh Hogan that the industry was unfairly tarnished by the reports but despite the
setbacks its thriving. The bee industry is growing despite the tough challenges for beekeepers ABC
Tasmanian Country Hour with Tony Briscoe, 4 July
Great collaborative work on resource access and security is going on between Sustainable Timber
Tasmania (STT) and Tasmanian beekeepers! Listen more about how STT have agreed to preserve
leatherwood stands in their eucalypt plantations for Tasmanian beekeepers. ABC Tasmania Country Hour
by Tony Briscoe, 20 June. You’ll also hear Lindsay Bourke talk about the AHBIC Resource Workshop!
Bee pollination a race between native and European honey bees while researchers watch on Which bee
is the best pollinator — native or European? It is a question researchers are keen to answer. Researchers
from the University of New England (UNE) are working alongside row after row of blueberry bushes at a
major plantation on the NSW mid north coast in their search for better data. ABC News Rural by Michael
Cavanagh 19 June
Fipronil – Reported by Central West Daily by Declan Rurenga on 14 June - No more buzz: Griffith apiarists
want to see chemical banned from use in Australia after major bee poisoning. The use of a toxic chemical
has left 10 million bees in Griffith dead. Five local apiarists have seen around 340 hives between them
destroyed by the use of Fipronil, and they're now calling for the insecticide to be banned in Australia.
The chemical is banned in around 49 countries including most of Europe
And while still on the subject of Fipronil, TBA Chair Lindsay Bourke from Tasmania….

June-July 2019
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MEDIA RELEASES
• More farmers will be able to access vital assistance when they are going through tough times, with the
Coalition Government introducing legislation to maintain the net farm asset threshold for Farm
Household Allowance (FHA) at $5 million. Media Release, 4 July
• Amendments to the Criminal Code Act 1995 introduces two new offences in relation to the incitement
of trespass or property offences on agricultural land. This is in response to recent animal activist farm
invasions and the Aussie Farms Repository Map on which beekeepers are identified. Media Release, 4
July
• Were you affected? Central Queensland communities will get a helping hand to recover from last year’s
bushfires with $1.1 million in grants awarded for community recovery and resilience projects. The grants
have been jointly funded by the Commonwealth-Queensland Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements
(DRFA). Media Release for more information, 2nd July
GENERAL NEWS AND LINKS – INTERNATIONAL
• A judge in the United States has slashed the multi-billion-dollar award for a couple who blamed Bayer
AG's glyphosate-based weed killer Roundup for their cancer to less than $US100 million. Judge in
Roundup trials reduces $US2 billion awarded to couple who blamed weedkiller for their cancer. ABC
News, 26th July
• The death of his favourite queens in 2013 was the final straw for BartJan Fernhout, an amateur
beekeeper in Boxmeer, the Netherlands. Fernhout's queens, which he had purchased from a specialty
breeder, produced workers with prized traits: They were calm and made plenty of honey. Then,
Fernhout's hives became infested with Varroa destructor. Read more about what Fernhout did next:
Breeders toughen up bees to resist deadly mites, ScienceMag by Erik Stokstad, July 25th
• The Environmental Protection Agency announced that it will approve the expanded use of a pesticide
that's known to harm bees and other pollinators. The insecticide, called sulfoxaflor, will be allowed for
use on some crops for the first time and in areas that were prohibited under the Obama
administration. EPA expands use of pesticide that can be toxic to bees, Washington, CNN by Anna
Laffrey and Ellie Kaufman, 12th July
• Read about how Bees Have Been Declared The Most Important Living Being On The Planet - The Earth
Watch Institute has declared the bees as the most valuable species in the world in the last debate of the
Royal Geographical Society of London. iSciphile, 5 July.
• The roofs of hundreds of bus stops have been covered in plants as a gift to honeybee, by a city in the
Netherlands. Mainly made up of sedum plants, a total of 316 have been covered in greenery in Utrecht.
Holland covers hundreds of bus stops with plants as gift to honeybees, The Independent, by Chiara
Giordano, 9th July
• NZ - A natural health company has been hit with a $260,000 fine for secretly adding synthetic
substances to its mānuka honey products to fetch a higher price. Earlier this month, Evergreen Life Ltd
pleaded guilty to seven representative charges of selling adulterated honey with intent to deceive for
material gain and of selling non-compliant honey. Fourteen tonnes of honey were doctored by the
company. Read more, Stuff by Brad Flahive and Matthew Rosenberg, 28 June
• Wildflower meadows are set to be planted in 22 parks in north London, to create a 7-mile long path
that will act as a "bee corridor" and hopefully help the insects thrive. London's Getting a 7-Mile 'Bee
Corridor' to Help Boost Insect Numbers, Global Citizen by Helen Lock, 8 May
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FLASHBACK PHOTO!

Can you name these people? Email and let us know! Thanks to Shirley Stephens (Tasmania) for providing this fabulous
photo of the first AHBIC meeting in 1998. And yes, it is Shirley who is outnumbered as the only female!

VOLUNTEER APIARISTS NEEDED FOR RESEARCH PROJECT
The NT DPIR has been successful in winning the Horticulture Innovation Australia tender
VM18008: Understanding and managing the role of honey bees in CGMMV epidemiology.
This 2 year research project is funded through the melon levy and will run until July 2021.
Dr Mary Finlay-Doney is the project leader. Ms Vicki Simlesa is the apiary officer for the
project. From the previous HortInnovation project (VG15013) we demonstrated that
CGMMV present in honey bee hives can remain viable for at least six months postexposure. It is unknown if honey bees are able to transmit the viable virus from inside
their hives into clean melon crops. The objective of this new project is to determine the mechanism by which honey bees
introduce CGMMV into clean melon plants and develop management practices for the melon and apiary industries to
combat this.
The specific questions of the project are:
• Is the transmission of CGMMV by honey bees from plant to plant whilst foraging or are honey bees also able to
transmit the virus from their hive to plants?
• Can CGMMV remain viable inside honey bee hives beyond 6 months?
• What role do alternative hosts (weeds) play as a source for CGMMV inoculum in honey bee vectoring of the
virus?
• Do current honey (and pollen) extraction practices remove viable virus and, if so, to what extent does this
remove the risk of virus transmission from a hive?
• What management of honey bee hives is required for both the cucurbit and apiary industries to be confident of
clean honey bees for pollination?
We plan to conduct surveillance of bee hives that have potentially been exposed to CGMMV and conduct field trials on
Berrimah Research Farm, NT.
We are seeking to establish a national Project Reference Group (PRG) (2-3 melon growers, 2+ apiarists) to provide advice
on the project and to be used as a pivot for greater industry engagement. The PRG will meet biannually via
teleconference.
For further information about the project or to indicate your interest to participate in the PRG please contact Mary
Finlay-Doney mary.finlay-doney@nt.gov.au , 0428 461 615.
June-July 2019
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AUSSIE BEEKEEPERS USA TOUR 2019
Truly a trip of a lifetime by Therese Kershaw
Our minds are now boggling with bee
knowledge gained during our coach trip from
San Francisco to Minneapolis, USA. The coach
buzzed along with 31 very excited Aussies eager
to visit 17 USA Beekeeping operations with our
tour guide Dave Mendez and his partner Mary.
Each day Dave shared interesting bee facts and
information about the Beekeepers we were
visiting, and relevant info on the various areas
we were travelling through. Our group was
encouraged to share information about their
own Beekeeping businesses, and it was such a
delight to watch and hear the bee
conversations shared amongst our tour group.
It's always amazing to see just how much
beekeepers have in common, regardless of the size of business, or geographic location. Our tour started in Northern
California with a visit to Mann Lake Beekeeping Supplies. Like 31 kids in a lolly shop!...... If only our bags were bigger. Of
course, this area is home to huge plantations of almonds, sorry Ammands, and also many world famous Queen breeding
operations. BIG. You better believe it. These queen breeders shared many tips, both verbally and hands on, much of
which has been passed down for many generations. Two of these businesses shared history from Homer Park and
included some of his incredible queen quality techniques. The cumulative queen production from the businesses we
toured amounted to well over 10,000 queens delivered, as either caged or in packages...........per day!!!! Onward and
upward, we travelled through the Sierras and into Nevada and Idaho. We were shown through Cold storage facilities
built specially for the overwintering of beehives. Temperature, carbon dioxide, and humidity controlled an environment
which helps keep beehives at stable levels of population and honey stores. Within this is the capacity to reduce the
Varroa levels within these hives by taking the hives into brood free periods. Starting the season with much reduced
Varroa levels is crucial to longer term survival of every Hive. One cold storage room we visited holds 40,000 hives.
Another in planning is tipped to hold some 100,000 hives. Loading is done within the building and can handle many
semi-trailer loads per day. All work being done under red light and at 42 degrees Fahrenheit. Manipulation of this
temperature by only a few degrees starts the bees raising a brood nest just in time for the move to Almond pollination in
California. Through the Grand Tetons and Yellowstone National Parks our cameras were in overdrive with spectacular
scenery and wildlife, of bears, bison and all sorts of critters. Magnificent Mountain ranges forests and geysers galore.
No not old geysers, though we saw a few of those too! Our evenings at Yellowstone were highlighted by visits from guest
speakers Jerry Bromenshenk and Dr Will Robinson. Both gentlemen holding our group enthralled with info on beehive
monitoring and Africanised bees respectively, as well as Will's research into Apis Dorsata in Thailand. Through Montana,
Wyoming and into the Dakotas, astounding vistas of snow-capped mountains and rolling plains. At one point during the
passage through one rather spectacular snow covered mountain, our coach deposited some 30 odd youthful bee folks
on to the roadside at which point many rather large snowballs rained down
upon all Much laughter ensued and I must say I haven't laughed so much in
years. Not a eucalypt in sight... Plains of Alfalfa and sweet clover. Very
different to Australia. Visiting Adee Honey Farms, the largest Beekeeping
operation in the world, gave us all a different perspective on mass honey
production. With some 638 bee yards and 80 hives per yard. During the
honey extracting period levels reach 8000 supers per 4 days with 12 staff
running the extractors and 24/7 when the honey is flowing. Field staff
abounds and trucks galore. A logistics manager’s nightmare. Millers Honey
Farm and Browning Honey shared with us their respective beehive
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management techniques for honey production, as well as cold storage, resources, Varroa control methods, as well as the
vast distances travelled to maintain their bees. North Dakota beekeepers introduced Bee and Butterfly Habitat in
2014.Specialising in plants for pollinators, particularly Bees and Monarch Butterflies. These crops of specially sown
pastures enable free range habitats for these pollinators and are certainly an
option for honeybee breeding programs worldwide. The tour exposed us to a
variety of size of bee businesses, each offering something a little different.
Including extracting methods, equipment, honeybee marketing, package
bees, queen rearing, and tourism. Many of the US beekeepers maintain
more than one operational base. Home and Florida, or home and California
for instance. Adee’s operate with 4 bases in South Dakota plus operations in
both California and Nebraska. On into Minnesota to meet Dr Marla Spivak, at
the University of Minnesota, at Minneapolis. We thoroughly enjoyed seeing
bee researchers in action throughout the lab. Genome technology being
used for things like Hygienic Queens, and propolis for example. Marla was instrumental in the introduction of the Bee
Squad, who help both beekeepers and the community in the twin cities of Minneapolis and Saint Paul to promote the
conservation, health and diversity of bee pollinators through research, education, and hands-on mentorship. Becky
from the Bee Squad arranged an amazing opportunity for us to see rooftop beekeeping in full buzz; the beehives were
actually on top of our hotel. Our tour was broken into 2 parts. Minnesota was the completion of tour 1. About one third
of our group departed for home after 3 weeks of amazing fun, frivolity, and
education galore. The rest of us were onward and upward, literally! A
quick flight to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania saw the commencement of tour 2 A
new bus and driver, and new sights to be seen, we headed off to Lewisburg
and its lush green pastures. Spotting beehives along the way had become
the daily sport. Our visit to the Hackenberg Family was next on the agenda.
Dave and Linda were our tour 2 guides and joined us on our trip through to
Ontario, Canada. Meeting the Hackenberg’s was extra special, their family
having dinner with us prior to our arriving at their home the next morning.
Lots of trucks and of course, more beehives! Dave and Linda shared many
stories on our trip which included a couple of days at Niagara Falls. Again, a photographers dream, thank goodness for
digital cameras. Canada here we come! First stop was to meet Mike Parker of Parker Bee Apiaries - Charlie Bee Honey.
Mike is another producer/packer and includes honey straws. His staff were loading bees for pollination as we arrived. I
believe there were some thousand hives in the backyard to choose from. Munro Honey and Meadery offered another
bee "wow factor". Five generations of knowledge shared, and an opportunity to see how their business has flourished
since 1914. The Bryan family showed us through their honey extracting plant, packing operation, meadery and tasting,
and of course we couldn't help but check out their bees. No need to mention the fun to be had in the honey shop. A
genuine tourist trap. The majority of the Bee Operations we visited were in small country towns. Three of these little
towns were so excited to see us Aussies that they invited their local media
to interview us all. We are now famous in Gackle ND, Milnor SD and
Alvinston, thanks to Millers Honey Farms, Ruby's Apiaries, and Munro's in
Canada. We were overwhelmed by the hospitality of our hosts, some even
providing banquets for our lunch, and special touches that won't be
forgotten. The friendships we have made throughout the tour we will
treasure. Some nights we shared stories and our evening meals with our
hosts. We really appreciated the time our hosts gave for our tour group,
especially during their peak season activities. Get ready though Aussies USA Beekeepers are now planning a trip to visit us down under.
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Some more wonderful photos…
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MARKET ACCESS ADVICE – DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Market Access Advice (MAA 2019-04) from the Department of Agriculture regarding the updates to Export
certification system for honey and processed food products and removal of signature of the Chief Veterinary
Officer from all electronically issued animal-by-product health certificates. This MAA also provides notification
of the change in appearance to bolt seals and tamper-inactive seals for containers of food and plant products.
If you have any question regarding this MAA, please contact exports@agriculture.gov.au

NEW CHEMICAL REGISTRATIONS
Please see link to the APVMA website to view all information from the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary
Medicines (APVMA) Gazette which is published fortnightly and contains:
• details of the registration of agricultural and veterinary chemical products and other approvals granted
by the APVMA
• notices as required by the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code (the Agvet Code) and related
legislation
• a range of regulatory material issued by the APVMA.
If you would like to be notified by email when a new edition is published, please complete the subscription form.
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B-QUAL
Make sure you sign up to B-QUAL – an important quality assurance system! Click here for more information.
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AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC
PO Box 42
(AHBIC)
Phone: 0402 467 780
Macquarie ACT 2614

ABN: 63 939 614 424

Raceview Qld 4305

Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au
Email: ahbic@honeybee.org.au

Supporting Australia’s National Beekeeping Industry with a voluntary contribution

“Friend” Category

Investment

“Friend” Category

Investment

PLATINUM PLUS

$60,000

SILVER

$ 1,000 & above

PLATINUM

$20,000 & above

BRONZE

$ 500 & above

GOLD PLUS

$ 5,000 & above

COPPER

$ 100 & above

GOLD

$ 2,000 & above

OTHER

Up to $100

Contribution Details
Name: …………………………………………………................................................................................…….............
Address: …………………………….........…......................................................................................………..............
…………………………………………………………………………State……..……..………Postcode…………….…....…....
Email: (Please PRINT clearly).......................................................................................................................
Phone: ................................................................................................ Date: ..........................................
Contribution by:

DIRECT DEPOSIT: $....................

Please return this form to AHBIC by post or email
to ensure your contribution is recorded correctly
Banking
Details

CHEQUE: $....................
POST: AHBIC, PO Box 42, Macquarie, ACT 2614
EMAIL: ahbic@honeybee.org.au

Account Name: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc
Bank:
Bendigo Bank
BSB:
633 000
Account No: 150 976 405
Reference:
Please include your NAME as the Direct Deposit Reference
………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….…………

Contribution by credit card is now available through the AHBIC website at
https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/
Please indicate YES or NO
1. __________ Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter and in monetary category)
2. __________ Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter in undisclosed monetary category)
3. __________ I would like to receive the AHBIC Annual Report
4. __________ Please acknowledge this voluntary contribution with a Tax Receipt (email preferred)

Thank you for supporting AHBIC to continue supporting your industry at a national level.
It is gratefully appreciated.
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