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And the winner of the 2019 Agrifutures EvokeAG Producer Problem Pitch is…. Mr Danny Le Feuvre, Australian 
Bee Services. Pictured with AHBIC board chair Peter McDonald and AHBIC CEO Sarah Paradice, Danny 
(centre) presented on potential advances in dealing with American foulbrood. It was geat to see issues 

affecting the honey bee industry so highly profiled at this inaugural Agrifutures ag tech conference of about 
1,200 delegates. Well done Danny! 

 
  

Monthly 

http://www.honeybee.org.au/
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We have new contact details so please update your records: 
PO Box 42, Jamison Centre, Macquarie ACT 2614 

Ph: 0402 467 780 
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AGM DATES 
 

New South Wales Apiarists Association 16 & 17 May - Bathurst 

Bee Industry Council of WA 24-25 May - Perth 

Queensland Beekeepers Association 30 May - 1 June – Bribie Island 

Victorian Apiarists Association 4,5 & 6 June - Mildura 

South Australian Apiarists Association 10-11 June – Adelaide 

(note change of dates) 

Tasmanian Beekeepers Association 28 June - Launceston 

Honey Packers and Marketers Association TBA 

National Council of Crop Pollination Associations TBA 

Australian Queen Bee Breeders Association TBA 

Australian Honey Bee Industry Council 29 June - Launceston 
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AUSTRALIAN HONEYBEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL INC 
 

ABN 63 939 614 424 
 

The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC)  
is the Peak Industry Body for the Australian Beekeeping Industry  

working for all within our industry including 
honey producers, honey packers, pollinators, queen bee breeders, equipment manufacturers/suppliers. 

 

We urge beekeepers to support those  
Packers, Queen Bee Breeders, Equipment Manufacturers/Suppliers who contribute to AHBIC. 

 

The following list recognises contributions received since 

1 March 2018 
A number of generous Contributors wish to remain anonymous 

 

Thank you to all our contributors & supporters.  AHBIC appreciates your generous & ongoing support. 
 

 
 
 

 
PLATINUM PLUS 
 
 

 
PLATINUM 
Capilano Honey Ltd 
Beechworth Honey Enterprises P/L 
Wheen Bee Foundation 
 
 

GOLD PLUS 
Baker Beekeeping Pty Ltd 
Sterling Kershaw & Co 
 
 

GOLD 
Australian Honey Products P/L 
Aust Maunuka Honey Assoc Ltd 
Clarke, RK & AM 
Cotton, Allan & Michelle 
Hampel, SJ & SM 
Weerona Apiaries 
Woolfe, BD & CA 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SILVER 
Arnts, Rob & Steff 
Amateur Beekeepers Assn of NSW 
Australian Quality Honey P/L (Blue 

Hills Honey) 
Bee Services 
Bees Neez Apiaries 
BeeWise 
Bowman, Phillip & Theresa 
Boyd Apiaries Pty Ltd 
Brenton, Daryl 
Bush Honey (J & J Midgley) 
Cairns District Beekeeping Assoc 
Casey, Cooper 
Davies Apiaries 
Eastburn, Murray & Sandy 
Gells’ Honey Maryborough 
Honey Producers of Australia P/L 
Jensen, Rick 
Kuyan Apiaries 
Le Feuvre, Danny 
Linklater-Steele, James 
Manuka Life Pty Ltd 
McDonald, Peter & Michelle 
Mitchie, Robert & Raelene 
Saxonbee Enterprises 
Southern (Tas) Beekeepers Assoc 
Zadow-IM & MJ Zadow Trust 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BRONZE 
Desert Breeze Honey 
Dewar, RJ & MJ 
Kennett Apiaries (SA) Pty Ltd 
Lutze, Brett & Lynda 
Masters, Neil 
Pure Peninsula Honey 
Walkabout Apiaries 
 
COPPER 
AB’s Honey 
Barnes Apiaries Pty Ltd 
Bayside Beekeepers Assoc Inc 
Bee Scientifics (Jody Gerdts) 
Bec’s BeeHive Beekeeping 
                               Supplies 
Bricknell, Jack 
Briggs, David 
Clifford, David 
Cooper, Barry 
Curless, David 
Dewar, Paula 
Frost, Liz 
Gold Coast Amateur Beekeepers 
                            Society Ltd 
Gustare Honey Australia 
Hampson, Terry (Daybreak Apiaries)  
Hum Honey (Leisa Sams) 

Ipswich & West Moreton 
             Beekeepers Assoc Inc 
Jordan, Corinne 
McDonald, Robert 
Northside Beekeepers Assoc 
NT Bees (Aust) Pty Ltd 
Oldroyd, Ben & Madeleine 
  
 

 
Beekman 
Porter, ML & DJ Quality 
Beekeeping Supplies 
Redpath’s Beekeeping Supplies 
Ridley Bee Products 
Rudder, Janine (JBR Bees) 
Ruge, Clinton 
Stokes, Peter 
Trigg, Margaret 
Watson, James 
Weatherhead, Trevor & Marion 
Westlands Honey Beverley WA 
 
 

OTHER 
Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd             
(on behalf of some producer-suppliers) 

Davey, Robin 
Honeylife Australia 
Godman, Phil 
Knox, Kathy 
Verrenkamp, Leonard  
West-Bee Honey 
 
 

 

NON-PUBLISHED Value 
Faithful, Mark 
Moggill Honey 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HONEY PRODUCERS 
Abbott, B & Proudford, R 
Active Medicinal Honey 
Costa, Daniel (Costa Honey) 
Harvey, Andrew 
Hooper Honey (Ben Hooper) 
Hoskinson, HL & HM 
MacGibbon, Kevin 
Naicol Pty Ltd 

Ruge Honey 
Shaw, Robert 
Targett, Stephen  
 
PRODUCER/PACKERS 
Australia’s Manuka P/L 
Australian Quality Honey P/L 
                          (Blue Hills Honey) 

Backyard Beekeeping Ballarat  

Bee Happy Apiaries 
Heritage Honey (P & T Norris) 

Honey I’m Home (T. Campbell) 

R.Stephens Apiarists 
 
BEEKEEPING GROUPS 
Ballarat Regional Beekeepers 
Inc 
                                                

 
BEEKEEPING EQUIPMENT  
            MANUFACTURER/SUPPLIER 
Ecrotek 
Schutz Australia Pty  
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NOTE FROM CHAIR, PETER McDONALD 

 

February has been a busy month with meetings for AHBIC, a couple of which I would 

like to highlight for you.  

 

A meeting was held at the Post Entry Quarantine (PEQ) facility in Mickleham, 

Melbourne along with members of the Australian Queen Bee Breeders 

Association(AQBBA) Jody Gerdts & Dave Briggs and also Fiona Chambers from the 

Wheen Bee Foundation(WBF). The purpose of the meeting was a follow up meeting 

from November last year to progress discussions about the use of the facility for the 

importation of Queen Bees into Australia. 

 

The meeting involved a tour of the Honey Bee importation facility as well as discussions as to what we were 

after and DAWR's thoughts on this.  The meeting went well, and outcomes included: 

• Our requests for more beekeeper involvement in the care and husbandry of bees whilst in the PEQ were 

received well.  It was stated that this could be accommodated quite easily in the existing importation 

procedures. 

• The idea for a trial of the facility using domestic stock this autumn was welcomed and supported, 

depending on resources being available. 

• The notice that a planned importation for spring was noted and also welcomed.  DAWR are also keen for 

this new facility to be used. 

Overall it was a very productive meeting with good relationships being built with the PEQ staff and importations 

may soon start to occur utilising the Honey Bee PEQ facility, which will be the first time this new facility will be 

used.  

 

 
 

The Australian Manuka Honey Association (AMHA) held its inaugural AGM in Melbourne. The meeting detailed 

their significant achievements since they first formed as they have become established as a group and developed 

a comprehensive amount of information in order to protect the right of all Australian Honey Bee industry 

businesses to continue to market the Manuka honey we produce. While developing these resources, the AMHA 

has also been actively attempting to open discussions with the UMF association along the lines of working 

Peter McDonald (left) pictured with Dave Briggs (centre) and Jodie Gerdts (right) both of AQBBA  
at the Animal and Plant Post Entry Quarantine Facility in Melbourne 

Photo credit: Fiona Chambers, Wheen Bee Foundation 

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/import/arrival/post-entry-quarantine
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collaboratively on Manuka honey rather than combatively, but to date these have not been successful.  Other 

groups within NZ are definitely interested in working with Australia, however. 

 

One development since the AMHA AGM has been a letter indicating legal action to AMHA members and others 

stating there was a patent on a chemical compound used to identify Leptospermum plants, leptosperin.  This 

patent has been based in part on information that Leptospermum scoparium grows only in New Zealand.  We 

know this to be completely untrue as scoparium is also native to Australia. 

 

This has the AMHA, their members and a number of Australian research organisations considering their 

options.  AHBIC is currently communicating with the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources and the 

Minister for Trade, Tourism and Investment requesting assistance at Government level to facilitate a 

collaborative approach for the advancement of Manuka honey to benefit both Australia and New Zealand.  We 

will also consider the state of the current trade imbalance in honey between the two countries and how to 

address that issue.  More information on the progress if this and other matters will be shared as it becomes 

available. 

 

Sarah and I both attended many other meetings as outlined below by Sarah in her CEO report.  
 

    
Agrifutures EvokeAG Food Farm Future Conference, Royal Exhibition Building, Carlton, Melbourne Victoria 

 

NOTE FROM CEO, SARAH PARADICE 

 

February, what a great month. Peter and I attended the Agrifutures EvokeAG Food Farm 

Future conference on 19th & 20th Feb thanks to the generous support of the Agrifutures 

Honey Bee and Pollination Committee. Held at the stunning venue of the Royal Exhibition 

Building in Melbourne, EvokeAG was the first of its kind and attracted the entire farm, 

food, future ecosystem: leaders, farmers, startups, innovators, accelerators, researchers, 

universities, businesses, corporates, government and investors. It provided one location 

to see what is happening across agrifood tech and related research in Australia, New 

Zealand and Asia. Importantly it provided a platform for startups to display their 
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technologies and create deal flow and investment into Australia. The conference included a ‘Pitch Tent’ for 

primary producers to pitch their industry problem to the audience and judges. Danny Le Feuvre entered the 

competition and his pitch involved American foulbrood, a challenge faced daily by many beekeepers for which 

there is no solution. Danny won his section and received $5,000 AUD in cash and a KPMG-facilitated solutions 

workshop in Sydney or Melbourne utilising KPMG’s internal cross-firm capabilities, including travel to the value 

of $700. Congratulations to Danny on his win and raising the profile of the honey bee industry and the challenges 

we face. Plenty more information can be found about the conference on the EvokeAG website so I encourage 

you to read the wrap up and media coverage outlining key highlights. I very much valued the opportunity to 

meet many industry people and listen/learn about issues affecting our industry. And yes, I tried the grasshoppers 

with Fiona Chambers of Wheen Bee Foundation, delicious with chilli powder and lemon juice! A protein food of 

the future? 

    
 

Following on from EvokeAG, we then attended a two-day workshop on 21st and 22nd February to discuss key 

research priorities for the Agrifutures Honey Bee and Pollination Program Five Year RD&E Plan which follows 

the current one for 2014/15-2018-19. This research and development program is funded by statutory levies paid 

by industry participants. Half of program expenditure, including R&D expenditure, is matched by the Australian 

Government at up to 0.5% of industry GVP. It is worth noting that the current breakdown of levies is outlined in 

the table below and that AHBIC does not receive any levies; we rely solely on support through voluntary 

contributions. If you’d like to contribute to AHBIC we would appreciate it, please visit our website.  

 

Levy and charge component cents per kilogram 

Emergency Plant Pest Response 2.7 cents per kilogram 

National Residue Survey 0.3 cents per kilogram 

Plant Health Australia 0.1 cents per kilogram 

Research and Development (Agrifutures)  1.5 cents per kilogram 

TOTAL 4.6 cents per kilogram 

Source: http://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/levies/rates/honey 

The Agrifutures workshop regarding the next five years was extremely valuable and highlighted new priorities 

for research and development going forward. More information on the 2014/15 – 2018/19 Five Year Plan and 

current research and development projects can be found on the Agrifutures website.  

 

A meeting was held on 26th February by teleconference to discuss progress on improved analysis of honey for 

adulteration in the medium and long term.  I attended the meeting along with representatives from the CRC, 

https://evokeag.com/
https://evokeag.com/newsandmedia/
https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/
http://www.agriculture.gov.au/ag-farm-food/levies/rates/honey
https://www.agrifutures.com.au/rural-industries/honey-bee-pollination/
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National Measurement Institute and the Department of Agriculture and Water Resources. Discussion centred 

around four options for testing in the medium-term sand the limitations of each option:  

Amino acid – proline      Rice marker 

Reporting sugar ratio under the reducing sugar screen Total pollen count 

A longer-term option of NMR and limitations for regulation was also discussed. It was noted that no single 

method can detect adulteration so a multi method approach will be required. A honey assurance system will 

need to be developed with standards for honey bee products sold in Australia and supporting chemistry. A 

number of areas for funding this work were identified.  

 

On 27th February Peter McDonald, Ian Zadow (AHBIC Disease & Quarantine Committee Chair) and I attended 

the Plant Health Australia Harmonisation Subcommittee meeting in Canberra; the committee sits underneath 

the National Bee Biosecurity Program which is the national group overseeing implementation of the Biosecurity 

Code of Practice. Other attendees at the meeting included senior state biosecurity representatives as well as 

Federal Government representatives. This was the first time this committee met with the agenda focussing on: 

• harmonisation of bee zones 

• current jurisdictional requirements for the importation of bees and beekeeping equipment 

• key components of the Code of Practice as regulatory requirements for beekeepers 

• future directions 

The main states where improvement can occur include SA, Vic, NSW and Qld where the greatest number of 

beehive movements occur against a backdrop of different state requirements. AHBIC indicated that we would 

like to see these requirements streamlined as we have implemented a national Biosecurity Code of Practice. The 

next meeting is scheduled for late May. 

 

Peter and I also attended a meeting on 1 March in Canberra to discuss the review of honey bee industry levies 

and fees. Other attendees at the meeting included representatives from Plant Health Australia, Agrifutures and 

Department of Agriculture and Water Resources. It is important that we ensure there are sufficient funds 

generated by levies to cover research and development, biosecurity and emergency pest responses into the 

future. It is also important to ensure that there is equity in contribution. As a result, discussions touched on the 

introduction of a pollination levy to reflect that some producers are electing to pollinate crops rather than have 

their bees on higher yielding floral resources for honey production. There are concerns that due to the potential 

for a decline in honey production and because levies are based on per kilogram of production, levy income will 

decline. A pollination levy would be one way to address this issue. Discussion also touched on the introduction 

of a marketing levy so that we can market honey and other bee products in a generic way to better promote our 

industry.  
 

Meetings on the immediate horizon for the AHBIC Executive include: 

• Australian Forest Products Association dinner on Thursday 7th March to further connect with forestry 
and raise issues about beekeeper access to state forests and floral resources and discuss options 

• Living with Varroa masterclass hosted by the Canberra Region Beekeepers on Friday 8th March 

• Plant Health Australia (PHA) meetings – a regular fortnightly teleconference occurs on Tuesdays with 
the next scheduled for 19th March; 20th March a webinar for PHA Annual Operations Plan is being held 

• B-QUAL board meeting on 25th March 

• Food Safety and Prevention of Residues Committee meeting on 25th March 

• AHBIC Executive meeting on 26th March 

• Animal Health Australia National Biosecurity Response Team Exercise Crown and Anchor on 27th and 
28th March 

  

http://www.planthealthaustralia.com.au/national-programs/national-bee-biosecurity-program/
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AUSSIE FARMS REPOSITORY MAP – an update 
As reported in our previous edition of this newsletter, a new website was launched in January this year called 
Aussie Farms Repository. The website includes an interactive map of ‘factory farms, slaughterhouses and other 
animal exploitation facilities across Australia’ as claimed by Aussie Farms Repository. The map includes 
beekeeping operations. There has been widespread outrage from the agricultural industry and the Australian 
Honey Bee Industry Council joins other agricultural industries in voicing serious concern about the website. 
The map unfairly targets a small number of beekeeping operations and poses serious risks to the honey bee 
industry which, as we all know, is vital for pollination and global food security. 
 
The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) strongly urges its members to follow National Farmers 
Federation guidelines and three-point action plan should they find themselves listed on the Aussie Farms 
Repository Map: 
 

 
Request removal here: https://www.aussiefarms.org.au/about#contact 
File a complaint here: https://www.oaic.gov.au/individuals/how-do-i-make-a-privacy-complaint  
You will need to provide Aussie Farms 30 days to respond before filing a complaint with the Commissioner. 
 
AHBIC wrote to the Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources urging prompt investigative action into 
Aussie Farms Repository, particularly considering their registered charity status and their activities which 
encourage illegal trespass, breach privacy legislation, facilitate potential biosecurity incidences and the spread 
of pests and diseases. 
 
Since reporting this issue in the January edition of this newsletter, the Minister for Agriculture and Water 
Resources has released the following media releases and conducted interviews on the issue: 

• Minister Littleproud on his Facebook page: ‘The states aren’t doing anything about the Aussie Farms 
website that attacks family farms. So I’m now working with the Attorney General to beef up privacy 
laws’ Listen here: Skynews.com/radio, 10th March 2019 

• Aussie Farms online attack map used for break-in 26th February 2019 

• Littleproud calls for calm 15th February 2019  
 
A reminder that AHBIC urges members to follow guidelines released by Meat and Livestock Australia in 
conjunction with  the red meat industry and National Farmers Federation (NFF) if you have trespassers:  

• Call Crimestoppers or the police to report the intrusion 

• Ensure the safety of your family, farmworkers and livestock 

• Request that the trespassers identify themselves and explain why they are on your property 

• Inform them the police have been called and calmly ask them to leave your property 

• When able, compile a written record of what happened and update your Biosecurity records 

https://www.aussiefarms.org.au/
https://farmers.org.au/news/fighting-back-against-the-activist-farm-map/
https://farmers.org.au/news/fighting-back-against-the-activist-farm-map/
https://www.aussiefarms.org.au/about#contact
https://www.oaic.gov.au/individuals/how-do-i-make-a-privacy-complaint
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K6u4pqJz6tE
http://minister.agriculture.gov.au/littleproud/Pages/Media-Releases/aussie-farms-map-break-in.aspx
http://minister.agriculture.gov.au/littleproud/Pages/Media-Releases/littleproud-calls-for-calm.aspx
https://www.mla.com.au/news-and-events/industry-news/aussie-farms-online-map--advice-for-red-meat-producers/
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GENERAL NEWS AND LINKS 
 

• Congratulations to our 2019 Australian Biosecurity Award winners! Media Release 
o Apiary program, Agriculture Victoria for their partnership with industry to develop the Victoria 

State Quarantine Response Team who will respond to detections of Varroa destructor. 
Beekeeping partnership recognised with national award 

o Sarah Corcoran, Northern Territory Government Department of Primary Industry and Resources 
for her work with industry, government and community during the 2018 outbreak of citrus 
canker. 

• Did you catch this story by Samantha Townsend in The Land on 22 February 2019 where Neil Bingley 
from NSW Apiarist Association is interviewed? NSW honey production down 30 per cent 

• Listen to AHBIC Chair Peter McDonald and Jodie Goldsworthy being interviewed on Oh, honey: a bees-
eye view of Australia’s golden industry with others on ABC Radio - On Nightlife with Philip Clark, 13 
February 2019. 

• Demand for bee pollination services will change with avocado’s as well as almonds increasing in 
production. New and established growers have been increasing their plantations and avocado 
production in Australia has more than doubled in five years. Avocado production up in Far North 
Queensland  

• Agriculture 4.0 – this is a new initiative by the Australian Government. Working with industry under the 
banner ‘Australia for Agriculture 4.0’, Austrade is showcasing Australia’s competitive advantages in 
agtech and foodtech to a global audience and helping to facilitate connections. The initiative is aimed 
at helping to attract more investment in Australia’s emerging agrifood tech sector. Media release: 
Unlocking the potential of Australia’s emerging AgTech sector 

• ABC Radio Podcast - Richard Aedy on The Money Radio National, 31st January 2019, a very interesting 
listen: What's the buzz? The value of bees 

• Honey bee water needs in hot weather article in The Land on 25th February 2019 by Elizabeth Frost, 
honey bee specialist with the NSW Department of Primary Industries is another interesting read 

• A new study has challenged the conclusion of a 2012 study that suggested rats fed GMO corn and 
glyphosate developed cancer. In the 90-day feeding trial with GM maize no adverse changes were 
observed in the health status of the animals. Read full article found in Genetic Literacy Project from 
14th February 2019 here. 

• The Age featured an interesting article by China Correspondent Kirsty Needham on February 13, 2019 
—Famous Chinese health food brand stung in honey scandal 

• Did you catch this story by Sarah Whyte on ABC Radio’s The World Today? New study warns of global 
insect extinction 

• The Minister for Agriculture and Water Resources announced that a levy on importers would allow 
investment in more efficient biosecurity measures, noting that it makes sense that those who create 
risk should contribute proportionately to our biosecurity screening. Invading pests and diseases can 
come in on the hulls of ships as well as the decks and storage compartments, as well as in the cargo 
itself. The steering committee has now been announced and contains representatives from industry 
and farm groups to help steer an informed delivery for the levy, which will see importers pay for 
biosecurity border screening.  

• The Australian Manuka Honey Association (AMHA) announced the public presentation of its new Mark 
of Authenticity in order to provide consumers of Manuka honey with absolute confidence that the 
honey they are purchasing is pure 100% Australian Manuka. Products bearing the mark were unveiled 
at the AMHA AGM held on 20 February 2019. Honey that carries the AMHA’s Mark of Authenticity 
must be pure, natural Manuka honey, produced entirely in Australia, and be tested by an independent, 
approved laboratory to ensure it meets minimum standards of naturally occurring methylglyoxal  

http://www.agriculture.gov.au/biosecurity/australia/public-awareness/aba
http://minister.agriculture.gov.au/littleproud/Pages/Media-Releases/australia%E2%80%99s-2019-biosecurity-champions.aspx
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/about-us/media-releases/beekeeping-partnership-recognised-with-national-award
https://www.theland.com.au/story/5917935/honey-production-stinging-from-drought-and-fires/
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/nightlife/oh-honey-a-bees-eye-look-inside-australias-sweetest-industry/10809730
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/nightlife/oh-honey-a-bees-eye-look-inside-australias-sweetest-industry/10809730
https://www.northqueenslandregister.com.au/story/5851368/avocados-smashing-it/
https://www.northqueenslandregister.com.au/story/5851368/avocados-smashing-it/
https://www.austrade.gov.au/agriculture40
https://trademinister.gov.au/releases/Pages/2019/sb_mr_190219.aspx
https://radio.abc.net.au/programitem/peB3zed0kD?play=true
https://www.theland.com.au/story/5897494/honey-bee-water-needs-in-hot-weather/?cs=5338
https://geneticliteracyproject.org/2019/02/14/another-2-year-gmo-corn-and-roundup-study-finds-no-evidence-of-increased-cancer-again-repudiating-seralinis-retracted-2012-study/
https://www.theage.com.au/world/asia/famous-chinese-health-food-brand-stung-in-honey-scandal-20190213-p50xj2.html
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/worldtoday/new-study-warns-of-global-insect-extinction/10803410
https://www.abc.net.au/radio/programs/worldtoday/new-study-warns-of-global-insect-extinction/10803410
http://minister.agriculture.gov.au/littleproud/Pages/Media-Releases/Statement-on-biosecurity-levy.aspx
http://minister.agriculture.gov.au/littleproud/Pages/Media-Releases/Announcement-on-biosecurity-steering-committee.aspx
https://www.manukaaustralia.org.au/amha-launches-mark-of-authenticity-to-provide-consumer-confidence/
https://www.manukaaustralia.org.au/amha-launches-mark-of-authenticity-to-provide-consumer-confidence/


 

February 2019                                                                                                                                                                       Page 10 of 12 
 

 

GENERAL NEWS AND LINKS contd. 
 
(MGO), dihydroxyacetone (DHA), and leptosperin. Plenty of further information can be found on the 
Australian Manuka Honey Association website.  

• Do you export product by air? Australian-based exporters and freight forwarders will need to adopt 
enhanced security measures for the preparation of all international air cargo; the enhanced security 
measures took effect from 1 March 2019. You can meet the new requirements in either of two ways: 
1.    Using an Australian Government-approved Regulated Air Cargo Agent who can examine your air 
cargo at piece-level. Piece-level means that every individual box, carton or any other items in a 
shipment must be thoroughly examined by technology, or physically inspected before it is loaded onto 
an aircraft. 
2.    Being approved as a Known Consignor, so you can secure air cargo originating from your business. 
The Department of Home Affairs is currently working with a range of agricultural growers and 
exporters seeking approvals to become a Known Consignor.  A full list of approved Known Consignors 
can be found here.  
More information can be found on the website  

• Have you subscribed to Tree Crop weekly news bulletins? If you’re interested, they often include 
information affecting honey bees and pollination such as Top results from new citrus insecticide so sign 
up for these free weekly updates 

• Hope you were able to celebrate International Women’s Day on March 8th! Here’s to all the fantastic 
women out there involved in beekeeping and associated activities including research and development 
and biosecurity! 

• World Bee Day is May 20th 2019 - Keep an eye on your local apiarist association news for events and 
activities to celebrate World Bee Day. In Canberra, there will be a great day planned to mark the 
occasion on Sunday 19th May involving activities at Australian Parliament House, a family bee picnic at 
the Embassy of Sweden and a bee film night. More to follow as details come to hand. 

• As mentioned earlier in the CEO report, for the first time Agrifutures held a conference focussing on ag-
tech and investment for start-ups. Themed food farm future, EvokeAG highlights can be found on their 
website. If you were unable to attend and are interested,  here are links to the wrap up’s: Day 1 Wrap 
up and Day 2 Wrap up  

• New export/import data has been released. Imports have dropped with a contributing factor being 
Capilano’s decision to withdraw their Allowrie brand containing imported honey: 
 

 
 Source: Australian Bureau of Statistics  

Top 5 import countries for 2018-19 Top 5 export countries for 2018-2019

Financial year to date: China, New Zealand, Argentina, Thailand, Malaysia Financial year to date: China, USA, Singapore, UK, Malaysia

Import - tonnes Export - tonnes

September 2018 1,728 911

December 2018 855 1,080

March 2019

June 2019

Total 2,583 1,991

https://www.manukaaustralia.org.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/our-portfolios/transport-security/air-cargo-and-aviation/air-cargo/known-consignor-scheme?utm_campaign=Reminder+Air+Cargo+Updates&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Air+Cargo+Notification
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/transport-security/files/list-approved-known-consignors.pdf?utm_campaign=Reminder+Air+Cargo+Updates&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Air+Cargo+Notification
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/about-us/our-portfolios/transport-security/air-cargo-and-aviation/air-cargo?utm_campaign=Reminder+Air+Cargo+Updates&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Air+Cargo+Notification
https://www.treecrop.com.au/
https://www.treecrop.com.au/news/top-results-new-citrus-insecticide/
https://www.treecrop.com.au/enews/
https://www.treecrop.com.au/enews/
https://evokeag.com/evokeag/day-one-wrap-up/
https://evokeag.com/evokeag/day-one-wrap-up/
https://evokeag.com/evokeag/day-two-wrap-up/


 

February 2019                                                                                                                                                                       Page 11 of 12 
 

 

• Can you help? The Berry Springs Primary School in the Northern Territory recently sent this letter so 
please get in touch with them if you would like to help the students with their project 

 

 
 
NEW CHEMICAL REGISTRATIONS 
 
We’re trialling a new format for this section but please do let us know if you prefer the original format which 
detailed new products by emailing Sarah on ahbic@honeybee.org.au. Please see link to the APVMA website to 
view all information from the Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines (APVMA) Gazette which is 
published fortnightly and contains:    

• details of the registration of agricultural and veterinary chemical products and other approvals granted 
by the APVMA 

• notices as required by the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code (the Agvet Code) and related 
legislation 

• a range of regulatory material issued by the APVMA. 
 
If you would like to be notified by email when a new edition is published, please complete the subscription form.  

mailto:ahbic@honeybee.org.au
https://apvma.gov.au/news-and-publications/publications/gazette
https://apvma.us2.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=f09f7f9ed2a2867a19b99e2e4&id=a025640240
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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2018-2019 GRATEFULLY RECEIVED 
 

 

                                 

 

 

  
 

 

Supporting Australia’s National Beekeeping Industry with a voluntary contribution  
 

“Friend” Category Investment  “Friend” Category Investment 
   PLATINUM PLUS  $60,000    SILVER  $ 1,000 & above 

   PLATINUM  $20,000 & above    BRONZE  $    500 & above 

   GOLD PLUS  $  5,000 & above    COPPER  $    100 & above 

   GOLD  $  2,000 & above    OTHER  Up to $100 
 

Contribution Details 
 

                Name:    …………………………………………………................................................................................……............. 
 

                Address: …………………………….........…......................................................................................……….............. 
 

      …………………………………………………………………………State……..……..………Postcode…………….…....….... 
  

               Email: (Please PRINT clearly)....................................................................................................................... 
 

               Phone:   ................................................................................................  Date:  .......................................... 
 

 

 

 

 Contribution by:     DIRECT DEPOSIT: $....................             CHEQUE: $.................... 
         

    Please return this form to AHBIC by post or email         POST:   AHBIC, PO Box 42, Macquarie, ACT 2614 
     to ensure your contribution is recorded correctly        EMAIL: ahbic@honeybee.org.au 
 

                Account Name: Australian Honey Bee Industry Council Inc  
Banking    Bank:  Bendigo Bank 
Details    BSB:   633 000  
    Account No: 150 976 405 
    Reference: Please include your NAME as the Direct Deposit Reference  
  ………………………………………………………………..……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………… 

Contribution by CREDIT CARD now available through the AHBIC website at 

https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/  
 

  
        1.  __________   Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter and in monetary category) 

        2.  __________   Please publicise my name in the AHBIC Newsletter (as financial supporter in undisclosed monetary category) 

        3.  __________   I would like to receive the AHBIC Annual Report     

        4.  __________   Please acknowledge this voluntary contribution with a Tax Receipt (email preferred) 

 
 

Thank you for supporting AHBIC to continue supporting your industry at a national level. 
  

It is gratefully appreciated 

AUSTRALIAN  HONEY  BEE  INDUSTRY  COUNCIL  INC   
                             PO Box 42                                       (AHBIC)                                Phone:  0402 467 780 

                             Macquarie ACT 2614                  ABN:  63 939 614 424                  Email:   ahbic@honeybee.org.au 

                             
        Raceview  Qld 4305                      Email:   ahbic@honeybee.org.au 

 

Please indicate YES or NO 
 

mailto:ahbic@honeybee.org.au
https://honeybee.org.au/friends-of-ahbic-voluntary-contribution/

