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To:    The Australian Honey Industry     From:    Stephen Ware – Executive Director 
 

September 2011 
 

AHBIC acknowledges the beekeeper suppliers who contribute via their packer/queen bee supplier to 
AHBIC.  We urge beekeepers to support those Packers/Queen bee breeders who contribute to AHBIC. 

 

DOES YOUR HONEY BUYER(S) OR QUEENBEE SUPPLIER’S NAME APPEAR ON THIS LIST? 
IF NOT, THEN ASK ‘WHY NOT?’ AHBIC WORKS FOR YOU! 

 

SUPPORT THOSE WHO SUPPORT YOUR INDUSTRY! 
 
AB’s Honey 

Australian Queen Bee Exporters 

Australian Queen Bee Breeders 

Association 

Australian Honey Products 

Barnes Apiaries Pty Ltd 

Beechworth Honey Pty Ltd 

Bees Neez Apiaries 

Bell, Graham 

Black, R G & M J 

Bowman Family 

Brooks, Graham 

Bush Honey – Rosalie Waters 

Buzz Honey 

Capilano Honey Limited 

Ciphery, C & R 

Clifford, D A & J J 

Codde, T J 

Cole, O F 

Cotton, A J & McDonald, M A 

Craig, Athol 

Crop Pollination Association 

Damokas, B 

Daybreak Apiary 

Dewar Corporation 

Dunlop, P G & R D 

Ewington, P & M 

FCAAA 

Gell’s Honey 

Giles, G R & P M 

Goode, T W & M A 

Griffin, Brian 

Ipswich & West Moreton 

Beekeepers Association 

Honey Packers & Marketers 

Association 

Hooper, B A 

Hooper, R F & A J 

Hoskinson, H L & H M  

Howard, O D 

Hughston & Sons Pty Ltd 

L’Estrange, Tony 

MacFarlane, R H 

Marchant, R & S 

Marti, Rod T/A Gagarra Honey 

McLaren, Jane 

Meimetis, Steve 

Morgan, Trevor 

Mullen, Peter & Sylvia  

Nitschke, C J 

Papworth, F & E 

Park, William F 

Paull, D M & G A 

Pobke, Barry 

Pollination Association of WA 

Rasmussen, Ivan 

Roberts, I J & J H 

Ruiter, J H 

Saxonbee Enterprises 

Smith, C & B 

Spring Gully Foods Pty Ltd 

Stephens, R 

Stevens, Graeme 

Stevens, Howard 

Stirling, Graeme 

Strout, Graham 

Tasmanian Beekeepers       

Association - NW Branch 

Tasmanian Crop Pollination 

Association 

Tasmanian Honey Company  

Thompson, N 

Weatherhead, T & M  

True Blue Honey 

Valkenburg, Simeon 

Warral Apiaries Pty Ltd 

Weerona Apiaries 

Wescobee Limited 

Wilson, Col 

Zadow Apiaries 

 

 

Thank you to all our beekeeper contributors some of whom have asked to remain anonymous.   

AHBIC appreciates your ongoing support. 

 
All rights reserved.  This publication is copyright and may not be resold or reproduced in any manner (except excerpts for bona fide study purposes in accordance with the Copyright Act) without the prior 

consent of the Publisher.  Every effort has been made to ensure that this newsletter is free from error or omissions.  However, the Publisher, or its respective employees or agents, shall not accept responsibility 

for injuries, loss or damage occasioned to any person acting or referring from action as a result of the material in this newsletter whether or not such injury, loss or damage is in any way due to any negligent act 

or omission, breach of duty or default on the part of the Publisher, or its respective employees or agents. 
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The following provides an update of recent activities of AHBIC naturally if you should seek any further 

clarification please do not hesitate to contact the AHBIC office. 

 

UPDATE AHBIC ACTIVITIES 

 

B-QUAL 

A meeting of B-QUAL was held in Brisbane on 16 September 2011 which was both a Director’s meeting 

and the AGM of the company.  In relation to the Annual General Meeting the incoming Directors are: 

Barry Pobke, Bill Winner and Ken Gell. 

 

Mr Ed Planken, previously a Director indicated that he would not be standing for the year and we put on 

record our thanks for his involvement and contribution. 

 

One of the key outcomes of the Director’s meeting was a presentation to members of the Queensland 

Beekeepers Association who agreed to participate in a project to test Industry’s previously designed 

Environmental Management Plan.   

 

Funding has been granted by the Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM). The 

Meeting discussed the issue of DERM funding and proposed project with B-QUAL.  It was noted that the 

project outcome required by beekeepers was to test the existing Environmental Management Plan (EMP) 

that was developed in draft form in 2007.  It was proposed under the project that the draft would be tested 

and beekeepers under the DERM Project would trial its implementation. 

 

DERM’s goal was to use the EMP which has energy, fuel and chemical components to enable beekeepers 

to establish a base-line data and action plan for improvement.  This preliminary work within the Industry 

may lead to a Stage 2 project with honey packers. 

 

ASIAN HONEY BEE COORDINATION GROUP MEETING 

The next meeting of the Asian Honey Bee Coordination Group will be held on Thursday, 6 October 2011. 

 

This meeting (via teleconference) will discuss the progress of activities to date and a recently developed 

Asian Honey Bee Transition to Management (T2M) Plan.  

 

At its meeting on 20 May 2011, the group noted that the Commonwealth would be contributing $2 

million in 2011-13 for a national program aimed at assisting the community, land owners, industry and 

apiarists to take actions to identify and manage the impact of Asian Honey Bees. The T2M Plan sets out 

how the Commonwealth funding will be allocated, in partnership with Biosecurity Queensland and the 

Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC), which are also contributing funding. Other parties may 

seek to fund additional activities to complement those outlined in the T2M Plan.  

 

ACCESS OF BEEKEEPERS TO NATIONAL PARKS 

AHBIC sought and has received assurances from the Hon Tony Burke MP, Minister for Sustainability, 

Environment, Water, Population and Communities that beekeepers will not be affected by proposed 

Federal Government regulations to restrict high impact activities in National Parks.  Minister Burke has 

indicated: 

 

“I have recently consulted with my state and territory colleagues to seek their views on extending the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation At 1999 (The EPBC Act) to better protect those 

areas with high biodiversity and which State Governments have chosen to designate for land based 

protection such as National Parks as matters of National Environmental Significance.” 
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“The proposed regulation would require particular high impacts activities: mining, logging, grazing of 

domestic stock or significant and inappropriate land clearing in protected areas to be assessed under the 

EPBC Act.  It would not affect any existing activities.  It would only apply where States choose to 

designate the land as a National Park and states would still have full control over the boundaries of 

National Parks.  As beekeeping is not covered by any of the above mentioned high impact activities it 

would be unaffected by the proposed regulation.” 

 

AHBIC Executive Meeting 

The next meeting of the AHBIC Executive will be held on Monday 31 October 2011 in Melbourne.  One 

item under discussion will be the frequency of Newsletters and the proposal is to send it bi-monthly from 

November onwards. 

 

That would be the following approximate dates for the next twelve months: 

22 November 2011  

24 January 2012  

20 March 2012 

22 May 2012   

24 July 2012   

25 September 2012 

 

European situation regarding GMO pollen in honey 

A recent court case in the European Union (EU) has put in doubt the requirements for exporting honey 

from where GMO crops are grown to EU. 

 

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and 

Forestry (DAFF) are concerned as to what the court decision means and that the European Commission 

would be required to respond to the judgement shortly so that the EU could make a decision.  USA and 

Canadian honey may be more seriously impacted due to some of their crops not being EU authorised GM 

crops. It is unclear whether the GM decision is a breach of the World Trade Organisation. 

 

The decision needs to be understood from an Australian point of view particularly given the proposed 

increase in GMO crop plantings.  

 

 

2012 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AND SECTOR CONFERENCES 

 

FCAAA New South Wales Apiarists’ Association 24/25 May 2012 

 Tasmanian Beekeepers’ Association 5/6 July 2012 

 Victorian Apiarists’ Association 20/21 June 2012 

 WA Farmers Federation - Beekeeping Section 15 June 2012 

 Queensland Beekeepers’ Association 14/15 June 2012 

 South Australian Apiarists’ Association 28/29 June 2012 

Honey Packers’ and Marketers’ Association June 2012 

National Council of Crop Pollination Associations 4/5 July 2012 

Australian Queen Bee Breeders’ Association TBA 

Australian Honey Bee Industry Council 6 July 2012 

Federal Council of Australian Apiarists’ Associations TBA 
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APIS CERANA UPDATE 

 

Advice 102 – 9 September 2011 

 

Detections since Advice 101 are: 

 

IP463 was a swarm at Gordonvale 

IP464 was a nest at Kewarra Beach 

IP465 was a nest at Koah 

IP466 was a swarm at Cairns 

IP467 was a swarm at Yorkeys Knob 

IP468 was a swarm at Mt. Sheridan 

IP469 was a nest at Gordonvale 

IP470 was a nest at Mareeba 

IP471 was a nest at Kuranda 

IP472 was a nest at Palm Cove 

IP473 was a nest at Koah 

IP474 was a nest at Gordonvale 

IP475 was a nest at Holloways Beach 

IP476 was a swarm at Portsmith 

IP477 was a nest at Walkamin 

IP478 was a swarm at Kuranda  

IP 479 was a nest at Gordonvale 

IP480 was a nest at Speewah 

IP481 was a nest at Kewarra Beach 

IP482 was a nest at Innisfail 

IP483 was a nest at Kewarra Beach 

 

IP 472 is the most northerly up the coast the Asian bees have been found.  This is not surprising given 

that it is now almost 12 months since the full on eradication program ceased. 

 

The final plan is still not out despite being assured it would be.  Enquiries reveal it is it with Federal 

Minister Ludwig’s office.  Despite phone calls to the Minister’s office, there is no word when it will come 

out. 

 

Greg Fraser, CEO of Plant Health Australia was a visitor to Cairns for an avocado conference and Greg 

made a visit to the Cairns office of the Asian bee response. 

 

Advice 103– 26 September 2011 

 

Detections since Advice 102 are: 

 

IP484 was a swarm at Gordonvale 

IP485 was a swarm at Freshwater 

IP486 was a swarm at Bungalow 

IP487 was a nest at Mareeba 
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IP488 was a swarm at east Innisfail 

IP489 was a warm at Whitfield 

IP490 was a swarm at Cairns airport 

IP491 was a nest at Walkamin 

IP492 was a nest at Portsmith 

 

There are now 100 traps in place which are serviced weekly.  These are around the perimeter area plus 

Portsmith and the transport hub area. 

So far 51 volunteers have been to Cairns.  Thank you to those who have volunteered. 

We still need volunteers and a weekly roster is now in place but if you want to stay longer than the week 

that will be no problems.  Bill Weiss is organising rosters and will book accommodation if required. 

Please contact Bill on:  02 6732 1263 or 0428 669 578 or email to beeweiss@gmail.com if you wish to 

volunteer.   

 

Trevor Weatherhead 

 

 

2011 BIOSECURITY FARMER OF THE YEAR AWARDS 
 

The Biosecurity Farmer of the Year is someone who has demonstrated initiative and motivation to 

address the potential risks to their business and livelihood from diseases, pests and weeds. Proudly hosted 

by Plant Health Australia and Animal Health Australia, the award forms part of the Australian Farmer of 

the Year Awards, which celebrate the highly professional, innovative and sustainable approach of our 

farmers, showcasing their passion and raising the profile of the important role they play. 

 

Having put home-grown duck firmly on the Australian dinner plate, over the past two decades Pepe 

Bonaccordo has been cementing the future growth of the industry by developing and enforcing 

uncompromising standards on biosecurity, food safety and animal welfare. These outstanding efforts saw 

him become this year’s Biosecurity Farmer of the Year (animal category) at the Australian Farmer of the 

Year Awards held in Sydney. 

 

“We feel very excited about the win,” Mr Bonaccordo said. “It does tell us that a lot of the hard work that 

we’ve done has been recognised by other people. It’s important that we build a great foundation 

underneath our market, and that foundation is: good farming management practices, good biosecurity, 

animal welfare, food safety, training – that’s what brands are built on.” 

 

Winners of the Biosecurity Farmer of the Year (plant category), Sandra and Peter Young of the Birdwood 

Nursery, are similarly proactive in biosecurity. Birdwood helped pioneer a nursery industry accreditation 

scheme and in 2006 became one of the first nurseries to achieve EcoHort certification. 

 

Producing more than 150,000 trees annually, the Youngs say biosecurity has been at the forefront of all 

production processes in the business. “A sound on-farm biosecurity program becomes part of your brand 

and helps to maintain market access and open new opportunities in the future,” said Peter Young. 

 

The Farm Biosecurity team would like to congratulate the winners of both categories and the other 

finalists. They all demonstrate that successful biosecurity practices are not only part of responsible 

farming – they can also be great for business. 

 

mailto:beeweiss@gmail.com
http://www.kondiningroup.com.au/static.ASP?t=2&I=16
http://www.kondiningroup.com.au/static.ASP?t=2&I=16
http://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/2011/pepe%e2%80%99s-ducks-has-biosecurity-all-in-a-row-3/
http://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/2011/pepe%e2%80%99s-ducks-has-biosecurity-all-in-a-row-3/
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Animal finalists: Tom Hill, Mike Bond (AHA), Lindsay Bourke and Mario Bonaccordo 

 

MEET THE FINALISTS 

Lindsay Bourke owns Australian Honey Products and is chairman of the Australian Honey Bee Industry 

Council. At the age of 60, when most people would be looking forward to retirement, Lindsay relaunched 

his honey career with just 92 hives.   

 

“We are the most threatened agricultural industry in Australia, with no less than twenty separate threats 

to the survival of Australia’s European bees.” 

 

Tom Hill is a partner and manager at his family-owned farm of 1500 hectares of crops, and oversees 200 

hectares of pasture for Merino ewes in a prime lamb venture. Tom has a philosophy that everything enters 

and leaves the property clean: 

 

 “We don’t want to take weeds or diseases onto any other property and we don’t want them to arrive on 

ours.”  

 

CONGRATULATIONS LINDSAY – WELL DONE 

Duncan Rowland, Manager of Biosecurity Planning and Implementation at Animal Health Australia, 

said Lindsay Bourke is one of the rare breed of individuals who demonstrates a deep commitment to 

biosecurity for both his business and the industry as a whole.  

 

Mr Rowland said. “The judges were particularly impressed with the way he has pioneered high-level 

biosecurity standards among his fellow producers and worked hard to keep our bees safe from 

biosecurity threats.” 

http://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/2011/guardian-of-the-golden-nectar/
http://www.farmbiosecurity.com.au/2011/cleanliness-a-virtue-over-at-the-hills%e2%80%99/
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EXOTIC PEST WIPING OUT POLLINATION 

 

After a couple of years of noticing the 

demise of the healthy clouds of bees in his 

orchard, commercial passionfruit grower 

Keith Paxton discovered the problem – an 

exotic pest that had all but wiped out wild 

European honey bees in his area, taking away 

the essential free pollination services they 

had been providing for his crop. 

 

The invader in question is the small hive 

beetle, which has spread into Queensland 

from northern New South Wales, where it’s 

believed to have first landed from its native 

Africa.  
          Keith Paxton in his orchard on the Sunshine Coast 

 

Mr Paxton, current president of industry body Passionfruit Australia, and his wife Judith farm near 

Woombye on the Sunshine Coast, producing 130 tonnes of passionfruit and 20-30 tonnes of lychees each 

year for the domestic market. 

 

Their remedy was to bring in their own hives to place permanently in the orchard and surrounding bush, 

and Mr Paxton says the difference they have made to fruit quality is tremendous. 

 

“A major source of pollination for the fruit used to be some enormous natural hives in hollow trees 

around the orchard - some hives were nine metres long and half a metre wide. They had been there for 30 

years, but it only took two years for the small hive beetle to kill them off,” Mr Paxton said. 

 

“As a direct result of the loss of bees we ended up with passionfruit that had a reduced amount of pulp 

and juice, simply because the flowers had not received adequate pollination. 

 

“We have eight hives now and we’re seeing great fruit again. I hope to increase that to 20 hives this year, 

which we manage diligently through a program of baiting to keep small hive beetle at bay,” he said. 

 

A research effort on behalf of the horticultural, agricultural and pollination industries, the Pollination 

Program is highlighting the importance of wild bees in providing incidental pollination to a range of 

crops.  

 

Australia has a large population of unmanaged wild European honey bees and agriculture relies heavily 

on the free pollination services they provide. However, many horticultural crops may not reach their full 

potential in terms of quality and yield without paid pollination.  

 

The Program last year released the report Pollination Aware, with case studies of 35 pollination-

responsive crops, including passionfruit and lychees. Each one outlines how best to manage pollination 

for that crop and the number of managed hives required for optimal pollination.  

 

The Pollination Program is managed by the Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation 

(RIRDC) and Horticulture Australia (HAL). More details about the research, including the report 

Pollination Aware, are available on the website at www.rirdc.gov.au/pollination. 

http://www.rirdc.gov.au/pollination
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NATIONAL SEASONAL RAINFALL OUTLOOK: PROBABILITIES FOR OCTOBER TO 

DECEMBER 2011 

 

The national outlook for October to December shows that a wetter season is more likely over northern 

Australia and western Australia and a drier season is more likely over Tasmania and southern Victoria 

 

The main driver behind this outlook is the persistence of above average temperatures across the central to 

south eastern Indian Ocean.  

 

The chances of receiving above median rainfall during the October to December period are between 60 

and 75% over most of the NT, the northern half of Queensland and western and northern parts of WA 

(see map). Such odds mean that for every ten years with similar ocean patterns to those currently 

observed, about six or seven October to December periods would be expected to be wetter than average 

over these areas, while about three or four would be drier.  

 

In contrast, the chances of receiving above normal rainfall are between 30 and 40% over Tasmania and 

southern parts of Victoria. In other words, the chances of below normal rainfall range from 60 to 70%.  

Over the rest of the country, the chances of a drier or wetter October to December are roughly equal. 

 

An expanded set of seasonal rainfall outlook maps and tables, including the probabilities of seasonal 

rainfall exceeding given totals (e.g. chance of receiving at least 200 mm), is available on the "Water and 

the Land" (WATL) part of the Bureau's website. 

 

Outlook confidence is related to how consistently the Pacific and Indian Oceans affect Australian rainfall. 

During the October to December period, history shows the effect to be moderately consistent over much 

of the country (see background information). 

 

The tropical Pacific is currently ENSO neutral; however steady cooling of the central Pacific Ocean since 

early winter has increased the chance of a La Niña returning during the last quarter of 2011. For routine 

updates and comprehensive discussion on any developments regarding El Niño and La Niña, please see 

the ENSO Wrap-Up. 

http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/averages/climatology/rainfall-percentiles/50/p50-October-December.png
http://www.bom.gov.au/watl/rainfall/exceedance.shtml
http://www.bom.gov.au/jsp/sco/verif/
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/rain_ahead.shtml#background
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/enso/
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VOLUNTARY CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

Thank you to all contributors. 

 

Due to the high cost of having a Credit Card facility we no longer have that option for payment of 

voluntary contributions.  The method of payment is now by cheque or direct debit. Included on the 

invoice are our bank details. 

 

 

 

              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TAX INVOICE/RECEIPT 
 

 

Yes I wish to support my industry and attach: 

 

 Up to 50 hives   = $50.00    51 and over hives = $1.00 per hive 

 

 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 
 

Direct Debit $ ....................................   Cheque $ .........................................  

  

Commonwealth Bank 

BSB:  062 198 

Account No: 1022 2090 

 

Please include your name on direct debit payment and return a copy of this form to the AHBIC office 

with your details including email address so that we can send you the AHBIC Newsletter.  

 

 

I would like to receive the AHBIC Annual Report  

 

Name:  ......................................................................... 

 

Address: ......................................................................... 

 

  ......................................................................... 

 

Email:            ………………………………………………............. 

 
 

AUSTRALIAN HONEY BEE INDUSTRY COUNCIL 
PO Box R838, Royal Exchange NSW 1225        ABN 63 939 614 424 

 


