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The Australian Honey Bee Industry Council (AHBIC) exists to represent the best interests of honey bees, beekeepers and the Australian beekeeping industry and to ensure safe, high-quality honey for consumers.
Australian beekeepers work hard to follow good beekeeping practices and ensure the welfare of their bees is kept paramount in all that they do.  Bee hives are occasionally infested by a pest known as wax moth, whose life cycle larval stage consumes beeswax and destroys beeswax cells and frames, thus rendering the frames useless. 
The most effective method for protecting against wax moths is by using the honey bees themselves, and ensuring frames are not left off the bees for lengthy periods of time.  A strong, resilient colony with a normal bee population is very unlikely to be affected by wax moths. 
There are a number of non-chemical methods for maintaining empty boxes of beeswax comb to ensure they not damaged or destroyed by wax moth larvae.  Beekeepers are advised only to use chemical treatment with Phosphine as a last resort.  Instead, cool rooms, freezers, ventilation and higher light levels can minimise or eliminate wax moths effectively, negating any need for chemical treatment of hive material.
To ensure that consumers can have confidence in the purity of Australian honey the Australian Government has set a Maximum Residue Limit (MRL) for Phosphine and industry compliance is checked by the Australian Government Department of Agriculture & Water Resources’ annual National Residue Survey (NRS).  This independent survey of honey residue testing is conducted to ensure product consistently meets regulatory requirements. 
In addition, and as part of good beekeeping practices, beekeepers keep records of any hive management and report this information to the honey packer when they sell their honey.  Honey packers randomly test to ensure that their honey is free from phosphine as part of their quality management systems.
Australian beekeepers are passionate about their bees and often move them long distances to ensure they have the best nutritional conditions to thrive and produce quality honey. Australian honey has an excellent track record for being pure and natural and complying with Australian and international regulations.
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